William Hempson Denham  - a (sometime) Suffolk surgeon

My search for my Denham ancestry began just before Christmas 2004.  My father knew nothing about his father, Percy Vero Denham as he had died when Dad was only 3 years old.  Nothing so unusual for the early 1920s, but Percy Denham was 76 at the time of his death, leaving a widow in her 30s with 2 young sons and no income.  Questions to my grandmother about her husband were not encouraged and no photographs of him exist in our branch of the family.  We applied for my grandfather’s birth certificate, which obviously led us back to the next generation.

Percy Vero Denham was born in Doram Canon Pyon, Herefordshire in 1846, to William Hempson Denham, a surgeon and his wife Harriet Elizabeth Denham, nee Kemball.  On Boxing Day 2004, a very appropriate day as it later turned out, our search began in earnest with me signing up for a 2 week free trial on a genealogical website.  Soon we were accessing BMD records and some census returns, and the trail progressed back to Suffolk with a marriage in Ipswich.  The whereabouts and date of William Hempson Denham’s birth would remain a mystery for a few more months as we very soon discovered, from the few census returns that were available, he did not believe in giving the enumerator either the correct or the complete information; birth places and ages of both him, and his children varied from census to census, if given at all.  William Hempson Denham turned out to be quite a character. The initial trail was leading to Suffolk, but would also take me to Herefordshire, Hampshire, Norfolk, Devon, Yorkshire, Surrey and various places in London.  

William Hempson Denham was born on 26th December 1806, the third child and only son of William Denham and his wife Susannah, nee Hempson.  He was privately baptised on 9th January 1807 and received into the church, St Mary le Tower, on 8th June 1811.  His father, William Denham, was a bricklayer living at Tower Ditches.  So, how did the son of a bricklayer become a surgeon?

Although William Hempson Denham was descended from a line of bricklayers, he was educated at Ipswich Grammar School.  The earliest record of him attending is the Michaelmas term 1816 when Tyler’s Foundation paid forty shillings for his year’s exhibition.  It continued to be paid by the foundation until 1822, when at the back of the bundle of letters for that year, there is a list of the boys’ signatures and the word ‘out’ pencilled next to W Denham.  From the Grammar School, he was bound apprentice to Thomas Harsant, a surgeon, in Wickham Market.  His indenture began on 9th October 1822 and was without stamps.  For allowing his son to be apprenticed from the Grammar School, William Denham was paid the sum of £5.  William Hempson Denham continued his apprenticeship until he travelled to London to complete his medical training.  He was enrolled at Guy’s Hospital on 3rd October 1827 as a medical pupil for 6 months and a surgical pupil for 12 months.  His medical training at Guys was completed on 21st April 1828.  He was a candidate for a Certificate to practise as an Apothecary on May 1st 1828.  According to the Apothecaries Hall examination certificate he had attended the following lectures:

1 course on Anatomy and Physiology

1 course on Theory and Practice of Medicine

1 course on Chemistry

1 course on Materia Medica

His training as a surgical pupil continued at Guy’s Hospital until 28th January 1829.

He returned to Wickham Market to practice as a surgeon.  Whilst there, he wrote letters to ‘The Lancet, ‘The Times’ and the local papers ‘The Ipswich Journal’ and ‘The Suffolk Chronicle’.  In 1833, he contradicted a ‘Malicious rumour’ that he was about to leave Wickham Market by having the following published in The Ipswich Journal and The Suffolk Chronicle. 

PUBLIC NOTICE

A Malicious Report having been widely circulated, that Mr Denham, Surgeon, of Wickham Market, intends leaving the Neighbourhood, he takes this method of publicly contradicting it.

Mr Denham thanks the Author of the Report for the trouble he has taken. 

 ‘When one tells a lie one does so to his own advantage while the doctor speaks a falsehood to the advantage of the patient.’ (This last sentence was written in Greek)

 Wickham Market, Nov 28th 1833.

I wonder how often Suffolk newspaper typesetters have had to set the typeface in Greek!  

Letters to ‘The Lancet’ were on a variety of subjects ranging from expressing his opinion on the state of medical training, his views on the Stowmarket Penny Club, critical comments on Mr Jeafferson’s cases of Lithotrity, through to several letters on his opinion on the competancy on coroners. 

On August 10th 1835, he writes about a case of the body of a female child being found floating in the river at Marlesford. He begins his letter:

Sir, - So much has been written in the pages The Lancet for many years past, with regard to the utter incompetency of the individuals who usually preside at coroners inquests, that again to notice the subject ought indeed to be a work of supererogation.

From further on in the letter:-

But what sort of evidence do you think it was that satisfied the coroner?   Hear the evidence of the surgeon:- “There were no marks of violence on the body.  Decomposition has taken place externally. I took out the lungs and threw them into water to see if they had been inflated.  They sank in water, and did appear to have been inflated.  This is the usual test, and I should think from it that the child was born dead.   The umbilical chord was longer than usual, and had not been tied.  I did not examine further, as I expected to be called upon afterwards to make a more minute examination.”       

Another extract from the same letter:-

And now, Sir, at what value would you rate the intellectual and manual labour of making such a post-mortem investigation as this?  Certainly you would not give “two pounds” for it, and I question much if you would give twopence.  But the examination, bad though it was, did very well for the coroner, Mr Wood, jun., of Woodbridge, who knew nothing of its imperfections, and was satisfied with it.

Towards the end of the letter he states that he is just adding another fact to help ensure that persons appointed to be coroners are competent to comment on the medical evidence. The Wickham Market surgeon referred to in the letter was Mr Muriel, who was the parish surgeon.

William Hempson Denham again contributed his views on coroners to ‘The Lancet’ the following year.

“I am not aware that difficulty has been experienced by any medical man in this neighbourhood, of obtaining payment under the Medical Witnesses Act.  In truth, though inquests are common enough, it is very rare that a medical man is summoned to attend at them; because the coroner, an attorney, having had ‘twenty six years in such matters,’ does not find it to be necessary, in general, to enter into the ‘abtruse’ points of medical testimony.”

In his letters, William Hempson Denham was not afraid to name names, but The Lancet had to edit at least one of his letters for fear of not only the length of his missive but the replies it would generate, would take up too much space.  So far, I have found nine letters to The Lancet from the time when he was practising in Wickham Market, but he did not confine his literary skills to letter writing.  It was during his time at Wickham Market that his first book was published in 1837, entitled ‘Verba Consilii : or, Hints to parents who intend to bring up their sons to the medical profession’.   The book is dedicated to James Bedingfield, esq., of Stowmarket.

‘To you, therefore I dedicate these pages, with feelings of gratitude for your labours in the cause of Medical reform.’ 

In the book he advocates ‘a constant and well regulated course of training.’   On page 23, he offers this advice to parents:

‘When parents are not in a situation to enable them to give all their sons the benefit of a fist rate education, it is desirable that they should, at an early a period as possible, determine on the one they intend to bring up to the profession.’

As to what subjects to study, he suggests 

‘a thorough knowledge of Latin, knowledge of Greek. As well as dead languages, knowledge of French, German and Italian.’ 

The knowledge of the modern languages was to enable the pupil to read medical research written in these languages first hand rather than rely on translations.  He goes on to comment on the practice of some medical practitioners.

‘The profession has had some very badly educated men admitted into its ranks.

“They were in the habit of taking for a trifling premium, one, two or more lads as ‘out door apprentices’ to perform the work and drudgery of surgery for a period , of five or seven years, without once enquiring whether the education, which the youths have had, be sufficient to enable them to distinguish a coach wheel from a man trap.”

This book has been used as a reference source for people writing about medical training in the 19th century.  So far I have not been able to find copies of his books beside the ones held in libraries.

William Hempson Denham married Harriet Elizabeth Kemball in St Stephen’s Church, Ipswich on 28th April 1838.  They remained in Wickham Market where their first son, Kemball Hempson Denham, was born in February the following year.  They did not stay long after that, as by March 31, 1840 he was writing letters to The Lancet from Maidstone, Kent.  Their second child, Louisa Harriot, was born in Maidstone in August that year.  By the 1841 census, the family had moved again and were residing in St Giles, Camberwell, Surrey.  Herefordshire was the next place they were found: three boys, Arthur William, Sidney Horace and Percy Vero, were born in Doram Canon Pyon in 1843, 1844 and 1846.  He also appears in the Provincial Medical Directories, listed as practising in Weobly.  Apart from entries in the Medical directories, I cannot find out anything about his life in Herefordshire.  The children don’t appear to have been baptised in the local churches, and neither the Hereford record Office nor Weobly Family History archive hold any information on him.  His letters to The Lancet also stop with the last one, for the time being, being written in 1841.  The subject of this letter was to make known his views on homeopathy and in particular, the use of arnica.  William Hempson Denham writes:

Evidently, so far as my humble judgement goes, the credit of the cure should here again be ascribed not to the employment of the doctor’s globules, but to the topical application of the water and the very kind assistance of the vis naturae.

He obviously did not rate homeopathy highly.  By the 1851 census, the family were in Foulsham, Norfolk and shortly before the census was taken, their last son, Algernon Astley was born.  In this census, the birth places of William and Harriet are not given and those of the children, except Algernon, are given as London.  Two of the children are not named on the census. 

According to the medical directories, William Hempson Denham was still in Norfolk in 1854 but in Slater’s Commercial Directory of Yorkshire 1855, he turns up as the surgeon at St James Hospital, Doncaster.  St James Hospital was the first purpose built hospital in Doncaster and it was set up, specifically, as a homeopathic hospital.  In 1854, William Hempson Denham published his ‘Essays on Health, No 1 – My Conversion to Homeopathy’.  In the essay, he explains how he came to be at St James Hospital and the battle between the established medical practitioners and the homeopaths.

So fierce was the struggle, and so loud the outcry, that jealously raised against Homeopathy, which had to fight its battle single handed, that no competent person could be found to take medical charge of the embryo institution.  I was asked to do so, with an earnest appeal that I would investigate the truth or falsehood of homeopathy, and honestly decide according to the evidence.

This leopard did change his spots: William Hempson Denham became a staunch advocate of homeopathy.  His Essay on Health contains many examples of patients’ recovery after his administration of homeopathic remedies.

Sometime between 1850 and 1861, he also managed to fit in a spell at Dartmoor Convict Prison, as the Assistant Surgeon.  The only references I have to it are from the medical directories as most of the records on prison staff were destroyed in a fire in 1930s when the prisoners rioted.  

 By 1859 the family had moved on again, and according to the 1859 Post Office Directory for Portsmouth, they were living at Landport Terrace, Southsea.  They were still there at the beginning of 1859 when their last child, Jessie Alice, was born.  By the 1861 census they had relocated to Portsmouth High Street.  On this census, the birth places are helpfully given as, England: they also had two servants, also born in England.  From the trade directories, William Hempson Denham was listed as being the owner of a Homeopathic and Hydropathic establishment at 124 High Street, Portsmouth.  

On Nov 11th, an advertisement appeared in the Hampshire Telegraph inviting all legally qualified medical practitioners of the town and district to a meeting for the purpose of forming a Medical Registration Society under the new Medical Act.  Personal invitations were also sent out and William Hempson Denham duly received one.  At the meeting, W H Garrington esq., a surgeon and also Mayor of Portsmouth, was voted into the chair.  The meeting was then informed of two previous preliminary meetings that had been held and certain resolutions that were agreed upon.  These resolutions were then put to the whole meeting.  The second resolution was:

“That the Society shall consist of all legally qualified medical practitioners residing in the district, duly registered, and practising orthodox medicine.”

The resolution was passed.  William Hempson Denham smelt a rat and put pen to paper.  He wrote a letter to Mr Garrington, which was published in what he termed a pamphlet and he lodged a copy with the British Museum.  On reading it, libel is a word that comes to mind.

‘I dared to differ from you and from them (other medical men at the meeting), and to adopt Homeopathy, a well tried, LOGICAL, and THOROUGHLY EFFICIENT system of medical treatment of disease, which you and your friends are too lazy to study, and too ignorant to comprehend.’

The letter carries on for 21 printed pages, with quotes in Latin and Greek, as well as quotes from the Lancet.  One article quoted from the Lancet suggests that ‘more is known of disease, yet the treatment is worse!’  William Hempson Denham used this to say that Homeopathy might be using age old treatments but newer ones were not working even with better knowledge of the disease.  He also went on to say to Mr Garrington

‘Your knowledge is so great

Because it is so small

Your knowledge would be greater

If you’d no knowledge at all.’

Whilst resident in the Portsmouth area, William Hempson Denham had another book published: The Use and Action of Stays and Corsets, on Disease & Developement of the Female Figure.  In this publication, he compares the female corseted form to that of two triangles, one corner balancing on top of another corner.  He also points out the damage done to the internal organs by the pressure of the stays and corsets.  I am not sure how popular this book would have been in Portsmouth.  Being a naval town, stay making was a mainstay of employment for women; with a husband away at sea for long periods, many women had to rely on working from home so they could look after their children as well.

On checking the 1871 census, I found William Hempson Denham resident in St Mary’s parish, Wandsworth, Surrey.  No family was present.  I found his wife Harriet, and the two younger children still living in the Portsmouth area.  I went back to check the census for Wandsworth more carefully.  It was obviously some form of institution as all the men had the same relation to the head of family but the word at the top of the column was not very clear.  I searched through to the front page for the institution; Surrey House of Correction, otherwise known as Wandsworth Prison and the relationship was  …. prisoner.  To find out why he was in prison, I began to search for the prison registers.  After initially denying that they held them, I eventually found them in The National Archives. (My search to locate the records is a whole saga in itself.)  I had the original 1871 register with his name, occupation, physical description, date of the court case, the date he entered prison, the names of the magistrates, the type of crime (misdemeanour) and, of course, details of his crime.  Unfortunately the handwriting was particularly illegible, but together with an expert from the Archives, I worked it out - all except for three words: what crime he actually committed!  It looked suspiciously like ‘Illtreating a cow & co’ without any ‘t’s crossed.  The mind boggled at what he might be doing to a cow - he was a doctor, not a vet.

My search then transferred to the Surrey archives as he had been sentenced in Surrey.  No magistrate court records survive, so I started to look at newspaper reports. I found the court case in the Surrey Advertiser, but the microfilm was totally illegible.  I tried the Surrey and Hants News but the volume was so tightly bound, part of the article wasn’t on the microfilm.  I eventually found a report in the Sussex Agricultural Gazette.  The crime was ill-treatment of animals.

William Hempson Denham bought or rented a farm in Surrey and was described as a gentleman farmer.  He employed a farm worker to look after the animals, as he was still resident and practicing in Southsea.  The case was brought by the RSPCA. 

 Five weeks earlier they had brought a similar charge of mistreatment, and from the newspaper report on it, the RSPCA alleged that William Hempson Denham did not provide sufficient food for the animals on the farm.  William Hempson Denham was present in court for this case and was represented.  It was admitted by the employee that some animal food had been received. It was suggested, by the defence, that the food was not being used for its purpose.  Nevertheless, William Hempson Denham was found guilty and fined £5.  

The second case was held on Saturday 4th March 1871.  William Hempson Denham did not attend court and sent a letter saying that he would not defend himself against the 16 summonses that had been issued.  The RSPCA stated that William Hempson Denham had been to their London offices and had written letters to the Society in-between the two cases.  The state of the animals on the farm was appalling. William Hempson Denham had employed another person to look after the animals and had also sent his son Algernon to inspect the state of the farm.  William Hempson Denham paid a visit to the farm and organised some more food for the animals.  Both employees gave evidence against him in court.  According to the Magistrates, 

‘this was the very worst case of cruelty to animals we have ever known or heard of.’

 He was sentenced to three months imprisonment with hard labour.  When the sentence was read out, it was greeted with applause from the court.  William Hempson Denham was arrested at his home in Southsea, and began his sentence in Wandsworth Prison on Monday 6th March.

In the weeks after the court case, which as far as I can tell was not reported in the Portsmouth newspapers, the farm became a tourist attraction because of its notoriety.  Many of the animals had to be slaughtered to put them out of their misery and the remainder were sent to auction.  Judging from his letters to The Lancet and The Times, I can only imagine what William Hempson Denham wrote in his letters to the RSPCA.  According to the RSPCA secretary, the letters would have taken over an hour to read out in court!  Unfortunately none of them exist and no record of either case has been kept by the RSPCA.

William Hempson Denham, a (sometime) Suffolk surgeon

After leaving Wandsworth Prison, William Hempson Denham’s life took on a new direction.  He returned to the Portsmouth area and continued to practice as a homeopath.  Most of the birds had flown the nest and only the two youngest children, Algernon Astley Denham and Jessie Alice Denham, remained at home.  This did not last long as by 1872, Algernon is recorded as living in Putney, Surrey.

The new direction for William Hempson Denham was an interest in public health and inventing.  In 1872, William Hempson Denham, Percy Vero Denham and Algernon Astley Denham applied for, and were granted, a patent for the invention of

“Improvements in waterclosets, and in apparatus connected therewith, parts of which improvements are applicable to other purposes,” to be as follows:-

The great object of our Invention is to prevent the generation of fevers and other diseases in houses and elsewhere by stopping or preventing the rise of noxious gases from drains or sewers by waterclosets, sinks and other places.

The new design of watercloset used straight soil pipe, rather than the ‘usually bent objectionable form.’  The gas was prevented from escaping by airtight valves and ‘thus by no possibility can foul gas pass through them, because the air tight valves being kept in their respective places by a screw capable of sustaining several tons weight, nothing can pass through the valves or the water.’

Whether the watercloset was ever manufactured and installed, I have so far not found out: as present day toilets still utilise bent waste pipes and do not have airtight valves, I presume it was not. By the end of the 1870s, William Hempson Denham was applying for another patent: this time in just his own name and for a sewage disposal system:

“Improvements in the construction of sewage works, and in utilising and disposing of sewage, house refuse and scavenged matters.”  

This was the Denham circinating sewage disposal system.  The sewage would flow into tanks and the solid waste would drop to the bottom of the tank.  The liquid would be drawn off and pass through a series of tanks.  Scavenged matter, such as vegetable waste, animal droppings, street sweepings, slaughterhouse waste etc would be incinerated in a furnace above the sewage tanks and the ashes would then drop down into tanks below.  The ashes would absorb any liquid left in the tank and this would then form a fertiliser when mixed with the solids in the tank.  The surplus liquid in the subsequent tanks would be pumped back into the sewers to keep them moving as ‘the heart of an animal or man empties the blood into arteries, from the arteries to the veins, to be taken back to the heart.’  

‘Thus a current is kept up, and everything in the sewers being in constant motion fermentation is prevented and sewer gas cannot as a consequence be reproduced.’

In 1881, William Hempson Denham filed another patent application for improvements to his sewage disposal system.  The main improvement being the waste liquid from the final tank would pass through a boiler. 

‘the water is then converted into steam in order to destroy any germ of disease that may by possibility remain in the filtered element.’

The steam would condense back into pure water, and be piped back along new pipes laid above the sewers and eventually be returned to the sewers to wash them out.  Hydrants would be attached to this return pipe so ‘water can be drawn to wash foot paths and pavements, to water roads, to help extinguish fires, and for any other purpose that may be wished or wanted.’

The patent continues: ‘Millions of gallons of pure water hitherto wasted in its unpurified state can thus be saved for use, and in seasons of drought would be of inestimable worth.’

I received copies of the patents in the summer of 2006.  In light of the suggested usage of the waste water, it was ironic that the water company where I live had just applied for, and implemented, the first drought order of the year.

William Hempson Denham began writing letters to ‘The Lancet’ again: the subject, of course, was sewage disposal.  He firmly believed that no waste from sewage should be discharged into rivers or the sea.  On 30th July 1883, he wrote about Sir Joseph Bazalgette’s system of London sewers:

‘Yet with all that cost the scheme was imperfect, for Sir Joseph Bazalgette was unable to dispose of the sewage without poisoning the Thames with it. Therefore though he did a good act by draining London as it then was, he made the Thames a pestilential ditch, and London obnoxious to pestilence and disease.’

On 6th January 1884, he wrote to ‘The Lancet’ about Portsmouth Town Council’s plan to improve their sewage outfall by extending it by 50 yards further into the sea..

‘What a remarkable “improvement” that will be for sea-bathing, both at Southsea and Hayling Island.’

In 1886, and fast approaching his 80th birthday, William Hempson Denham was still corresponding with ‘The Lancet’ on the subject of sewage disposal.  He said that ‘no engineer who knows his work, and has any inventive faculty about him, would ever resort to the disgraceful and ignorant expediant of making God’s beautiful sea a national cesspool.’

He did not confine his inventing to matters pertaining to sewage.  In 1884, he submitted a provisional specification for

‘Improvements in the Design and Construction of Boats for Saving Life on River, Lake and Sea.’

From the provisional specification: ‘It cannot capsize or sink.  If purposely submerged, and filled with water, it instantaneously rises and rights itself, and automatically discharges the water in it.’

In 1885 William Hempson Denham moved from the Southsea and Portsmouth area, where he had been living with his wife for just over 25 years.  This was the longest time they had spent in one area.  According to the patent submitted in 1885, he had moved to No. 1 St Mark’s Crescent, Regent’s Park, London.  The invention this time was for a sectional horseshoe.  He believed that a horse’s foot should be allowed to dilate in any direction and a traditional solid horseshoe would not allow this movement, leading to corns and lameness.  As far as I can work out, the idea did not catch on, and horses are still fitted with ‘a ring of unyielding iron.’  

William Hempson Denham continued to practice medicine and there are entries for him in the Medical Directories. From 1883 onwards the address changed as he moved house but the entry information stayed the same.  It is quite a formidable list:

William Hempson Denham

 MRCS Eng. 1829, LSA 1828 (Guys): Mem. Council Inventors’ Inst: Mem Soc. Arts,; Mem. Sanit. Inst. Gt Brit.; formerly Asst. Surg. Conv. Depot, Dartmoor; Editor of Portsmouth Guardian.  Author of “National Finances”, “The Queen, the Parliament & the People”, “The Law of God and the Law of Man considered with Reference to the Punishment of Death”, “Verba Consilii: or Hints to Parents who intend to bring up their Sons to the Medical Profession”, “On Vivisection & Therapeutic Experiments”. “ The Extinction of Small Pox & Diseases of Vaccination by a Practical Process”. Contrib. “Poor law Medical Relief”, “Lithotrity”:Lancet

Inventor of the Denham Circinating Process for the sanitation of Towns and the Disposal of Sewage”.

 By 1886, he had moved to Batoum Gardens in Kensington and finally by 1888 to Cromwell Grove in Shepherd’s Bush.  It was here on 21st September 1891, that William Hempson Denham died.  There were obituaries to him in ‘The Lancet’, the ‘British Medical Journal’ and ‘The Times’.

Obituary from the British Medical Journal - Sept. 26, 1891

WILLIAM HEMPSON DENHAM, M.R.C.S., L.S.A.

We regret to record the death of Mr. William Hempson Denham, which occurred somewhat unexpectedly from syncope, at his residence, 23 Cornwall Grove, W., on September 21st. Mr Denham, a man of remarkable vigour of character, was one of the oldest practitioners on the Register and had carried on his practice for nearly sixty-five years until within three days of his death.  Besides having contributed to current literature, Mr. Denham was the author of several medical and other works.  He was a pupil of Sir Astley Cooper.  The deceased gentleman leaves a widow and numerous children.  He was in his 84th year.

He is buried in plot J13, Section XX, Margarvine Cemetery, Hammersmith.  There is no headstone or memorial to mark the place.  

I never knew my grandfather, let alone my great grandfather, but I have built up a picture of him in my mind.  I think he was probably quite arrogant, and spoke his mind whatever the consequences.  He had strong views on certain subjects and made these known.  He once compared the Editor of The Lancet to the Pope. 

‘Both of them assume to be infallible but neither of them is so. An editor, however, has an advantage, because he may be, and sometimes is, right.’

 If he felt that something was wrong, he tried to do something about it by writing letters and articles but he tended to use 10 words when perhaps one or two would have sufficed.  He was ahead of the times and had foresight.  He advocated for coroners to be medically qualified persons.  He realised the damage that pumping raw sewage out into rivers and the sea could cause.  How long has it taken for something to be done about this?  William Hempson Denham was writing about the dangers to sea-bathers over 100 years before ‘Surfers Against Sewage’ took up the cause.  

Considering that he was the son of an Ipswich bricklayer, William Hempson Denham had an interesting and varied life: my research into it is still not complete.  Every now and then, a new lead turns up.  Recently when carrying out a search on Google books, it threw up a snippet view from ‘The Law Times’.  Apparently, William Hempson Denham took the Registrar of Portsmouth to court!  So far I haven’t been able to find out any more, so my next research trip is to the British Library Newspaper Collection at Colindale.  I can’t wait to find out why and what colourful language he used this time.

Descendants of William Hempson Denham

Generation No. 1

1.  WILLIAM HEMPSON3 DENHAM  (WILLIAM2, WILLIAM1)1 was born 26 Dec 1806 in Ipswich, Suffolk1, and died 21 Sep 1891 in 23 Cromwell Grove, Hammersmith, London2.  He married HARRIET ELIZABETH KEMBALL 25 Apr 1838 in St Stephen's Church, Ipswich, Suffolk3,4, daughter of THOMAS KEMBALL and MARY SCHOLDING.  She was born 03 Feb 1812 in Wymondham, Norfolk5, and died 28 Jun 1899 in 16 Askew Road, Shepherds Bush, London6.

Notes for WILLIAM HEMPSON DENHAM:

BAPTISM

St Mary le Tower, Ipswich, Suffolk, baptism register

William Hempson, Son of Willian Denham and Susanna his Wife, late Susanna Hempson of St Nicholas, Harwich in Essex, Spinster, Was Born December 26th 1806 and was Privately Baptised 1807 January 9th.

Received into Church June 8th 1881

Theo Cobbold Minister

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EDUCATION

Educated at Ipswich Grammar School.  His fees were paid for by Tyler's Foundation, an educational charity in Ipswich.  Letters authorising payment from 29th September 1816 through to 29th September 1822.  Also with the letter of 1822 is a list of boys signatures: against W Denham is pencilled the word 'Out'.  Original letters held in Ipswich Records Office archive.

In 1825, William Denham received £5 from Tyler's Foundation for allowing his son, William Hempson Denham, to be bound apprentice from the Grammar School. Original letter held in Ipswich Records Office archive.

William Hempson Denham was apprenticed to Thomas Harsant, surgeon, of Wickham Market

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Records from Kings College Archive

Index to the Pupils of Guys (ref G/FP7/1); Entry

of Physicians & Surgeons Pupils & Dressers (ref G/FP3/3); Entry Books for

Surgeons' Pupils of Guy's and St Thomas's Hospitals (ref G/FP1/2) I have

gleaned the following:

According to our catalogue entry for Guy's Hospital, "In the eighteenth and

first part of the nineteenth century students at Guy's Hospital were required

to serve an apprenticeship of five to seven years, and then 'walk the hospital'

as a surgeon's dresser or physician's pupil for six to twelve months. Most

entered as pupils, with the dressers attached to a particular surgeon and

paying a larger fee. Apprentices, pupils and dressers all attended courses of

lectures on anatomy, surgery, midwifery, medicine and chemistry, with a

separate fee for each course. Teaching was a joint undertaking with nearby St

Thomas's Hospital, the two being known as the United Hospitals of the Borough.

Students attended operations and lectures at both hospitals. Medical education

at Guy's was put on an official footing in 1769, when the wards were officially

opened to students by a Governors' resolution, and was the beginning of the

official union of the schools of the two hospitals. The resolution of the

Governors gave an official stamp of approval to existing arrangements, and also

proposed that the surgeons of the hospital should occasionally give practical

lessons on surgery to the pupils. Guy's established courses in medicine,

chemistry, botany, physiology and natural philosophy. The pupils were

apprentices whose masters had instructed them in physic, and went to the

hospital for six months to a year to complete their training."  

William Hempson Denham enrolled concurrently on 3rd October 1827 as both a

'Medical Pupil' for a period of 6 months, and a 'Surgeon's Pupil' for a period

of 12 months.  He had previously apprenticed under 'Thomas Harsant, Wickham

Marsh.'  

There are two dates written besides both the entries in the "Entry of Physicians

& Surgeons Pupils & Dressers" records.  I would interpret this as the date of

completing his studies.  He finishes as a 'Medical Pupil' on 21st April 1828 

and as a 'Surgeon's Pupil' on 23rd  January 1829.  

Caroline Lam

Archives Assistant

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Licentiate of the Society of Apothecaries

443    APOTHECARIES HALL

May 1st 1828

48 MR William Hempson Denham of full Age

CANDIDATE for a CERTIFICATE to practise as an APOTHECARY in

AN APPRENTICE to MR Thomas Harsant Wickham 

Market Suffolk APPOTHECARY for five Years

IDENTURE without stamps DATED 9 Oct 1822  Premium 99.15 

TESTIMONIAL of MORAL CHARACTER  Thms Harsant

EVIDENCE OF AGE. B R 9 January 1807

                   LECTURES

1 COURSE on ANATOMY and PHYSIOLOGY

1 ------------     THEORY and PRACTICE of MEDICINE

1------------     CHEMISTRY

1-------------    MATERIA MEDICA

HOSPITAL ATTENDANCE number 1142

6 MONTHS at Guys Hospital

EXAMINED by Mr. William L approved?

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CENSUS

1841 census Southampton Street, St Giles Camberwell, Surrey

William Denham - 30 - Ind - not born in county

Harriet Denham - 25 - not born in county

Kemball Denham - 2 - not born in county

Louisa Denham -10 months - not born in county

Mary Denham - 70 - Ind - not born in county

Jane Steel - 20 - family servant - not born in county

1851 census Foulsham, Norfolk -

William H Denham - Head -   41-  practises as an operating surgeon  & in general practice -  place of birth not given                             

Harriet Denham - Wife - 36 - no occupation - place of birth not given

Kemball H Denham - son - 12 - no occupation - born Suffolk

Louisa H Denham - daur - 10 - no occupation - born London

Arthur W Denham - son - 8 - no occupation - born London

Percy V Denham - son 6 - no occupation - born London

Un-named Denham - son - 4 - no occupation - London

Un-named Denham son - 1mo - no occupation - born Norfolk Foulsham

Fanny G   servant - unmarried - 18 - born Norfolk Foulsham

1861 census High Street, Portsmouth, Hampshire

W Hempson Denham - Head - Mar - 45 - no occupation - place of birth England

Harriett Denham - Wife - Mar - 45 - no occupation - place of birth England

Louisa Denham - Daur - 18 - place of birth England

Kemball Denham - Son - 19 - place of birth England

Arthur Denham - Son - 14 - place of birth England

Sydney Denham - Son - 12 - place of birth England

Percy Denham - Son - 10 - place of birth England

Algernon Denham - Son - 7 - place of birth England

Jessie Denham - Son - 18mo - place of birth England

Ruth Cutler - Serv - 19 - place of birth England

Ann White - Serv - 16 - place of birth England

1871 census Surrey House of Correction,  St Mary's Parish, Wandsworth

1881 census 2 Dover Terrace, Portsea, Portsmouth

William H Denham - head - mar - about 67 - Physician & Surgeon - Suffolk Morbeth

Hannah E Denham - wife - mar - 68 - Norfolk Wyndham

Sophie C Denham - daur - unm - 21 - Hnats Southsea

1891 census 23 Cromwell Grove, Hammersmith, London

William H Denham - head - M - 64 - Physician & surgeon(reg) - neither employer nor employed, Norfolk Beland

Harriet D Denham - wife - M - 79 - place of birth NK

Louisa H Denham - daur - S - 51- Kent Maidstone

Algernon O Denham - son - S - 40 - Journalist Author - Norfolk Foulsham

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NEWSPAPER REPORTS

IPSWICH JOURNAL

30th November 1833

PUBLIC NOTICE

A Malicious Report having been widely circulated, that Mr. DENHAM, a Surgeon, of Wickham market, intends leaving the Neighbourhood, he takes this method of publicly contradicting it.


Mr. Denham thanks the Author of the Report for the trouble he has taken.

(The message is then written in Greek.) Translation reads

When one tells a lie one does so to his own advantage while the doctor speaks a falsehood to the advantage of the patient.

Wickham Market, Nov 28th, 1833

12th April 1834

William Hempson Denham gave evidence at the inquest into the death of James Row. Body exhumed from Horam so post mortem could be carried out at request of deceased brothers.   Stomach and dupdenum mnfalmed sufficiently to cause death - no evidence to suggest poisoning caused the imflamation.

20th February 1836

HIghway robberies 

In the night of Tuesday 9th February, Mr Denham, surgeon, Wickham market was returniong home from Woodbridge, in his pony gig when he was stopped by a man with a bludgeon.  A struggle ensued and when the villain fell to the ground, Mr Denham drove off as fast as he could.  On returning home, he discovered his gig umbrella had been stolen.

27th February 1836

TO THE PUBLIC

At the ernest entreaty fi the Person at Bredfield, who made the attack on me in the Night of the 9th instant on the Turnpike Road between Ufford and Wickham I wish to believe that it was not his intention to rob me, he sincerely regretting what he did.

WM HEMPSON DENHAM

Wickham marlet, 25th February, 1836.

!st April & 22nd July 1837

Adverts for his book 'Verba Consilii'

8th March 1839

ESSEX LENT ASSIZES

Charge of Libel

William Hemspon Denham, a medical gentleman residing at Wickham Market, Suffolk, appeared to answer a charge of libel, pergerred by Mr John Stuck Barnes, a solicitor of Colchester.  Mr Denham defended himself.

William Hemspon Denham in a letter called Mr Barnes a 'hireling thief' and a pettyfogging bully.

Found guilty, but publicly apologised for sending the letters.  His Lordship was unwilling to pass sentence but requied the defendant to enter into his own recognizes of 50£ to keep the peace towards Mr Barnes.

30th March 1839

Advert for his pamphlet 'The Queen, the Parliament and the People'.

THE TIMES

Nov1835

Medical attendance under the poor law ammendment act

A letter written in reply to 'Ruricola' detailing problems in obtaining medical assistance under the new Poor Law.

6th Mar 1871

Report on the animal cruelty case

HAMPSHIRE TELEGRAPH AND SUSSEX CHRONICLE

15th May 1867

Ivery v. Denham

Case brought by a blacksmith against WHD to recover money for goods supplied to Sidney Denham at a farm in Titchfield.  Case won by defendant WHD.

Silvester v. Denham

Case brought by a local farmer to recover costs for goods supplied to Sidney Denham.  Allegations that Arthur was starved off the farm.  Case won by defendant WHD.

1st February 1871

Report on first animal cruelty case heard at Guildford Magistrates Court 28th January 1871

24 June 1871

Letter from WHD on the subject 'Disease and treatment'.

1st Nov 1871

'Mr Denham and his accounts again'

Report that WHD had not filed his accounts yet again after being declared bankrupt.  Hearing adjourned until 25th November.

6th Jully 1872

Advert for 'Perversion of law and right' a letter to the Right Hon. H A Bruce M.P., Secretary of State, written by WHD.

DAILY NEWS

7th February 1871

Letter from WHD setting out his side of the cruelty case.

9th February 1871

Letter from Thomas Curtis refuting the allegations made in WHD's letter of 7th February.

============================================================================

Westbourne Union, West Sussex

1855 WHD applied for, and was appointed Medical Officer for Westbourne Union workhouse and area 1. He prescribed homeopathic medicines.  There was a call for him to be sacked.  There ensued a lot correspondence between WHD, the Clerk to the Union and the Poor Law Guardians (The National Archives and Westbourne Union minutes books, held in West Sussex Records Office)  An inquiry was held and WHD tendered his resignation in 1856

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Historical Directories

1839 Pigot’s Directory – Suffolk

Wickham Market and neighbourhood, under professional persons is listed

Denham William, surgeon

1839 Robson’s Directory – Suffolk

Wickham Market, under name, residence and profession is listed

Denham William, surgeon

1855 Slater’s Commercial Directory – Yorkshire

Doncaster, under Miscellaneous Public Buildings &c.

St James’ Hospital, Cleveland Street

W. Hempson Denham, resident surgeon

1859 Post Office Directory – Portsmouth

Denham William Esq. 10 Landport Terrace, Southsea

1859 White's Hampshire directory

Denham Wm Hempson, surgeon, 10 Landport Terrace, Southsea

1865 Harrod & Co’s Directory of Hampshire and Isle of Wight - Portsmouth

Page 807 -  Listed under Public Buildings &c.

Homœopathic and Hydropathic Establishment, 124 High Street

Mr. Denham, surgeon

Page 818

Denham William Hempson, Esq., 124 High Street

Page 820

Denham William Hempson, surgeon, proprietor of homœopathic and hydropathic establishment, 124, High street.

1867 Post Office Directory Portsmouth

Denham William Hempson esq., Sussex Place, Sussex Road, Southsea

1879 Chamberlain’s Directory of Portsmouth

Listed under Surgeons and Physicians

Denham, W. Hempson MRCS Eng., L.S.A.

4, Gloucester Ter., Southsea.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Medical Directory entries 1847 – 1892

1847

Denham, William Hempson, Weobly, Herefordshire. MRCS 1829, LSA 1828

1848 

No entry found

1849

Denham, Wm Hempson, Hereford. MRCS 1829, LSA 1828

(Cross checked with local list for Hereford.  Wm Hempson Denham is not listed.  W. C. Durham is though but his name does not appear in the alphabetical list.  All the other doctors listed in the local list also appear in the alphabetical register so perhaps, W.C. Durham is W.H. Denham?)

1850/51/52/53

No entry found

1854

Supplementary list

Denham, W. H., Foulsham, Norfolk

1855/56/57/58/59

No entry found

1860

Denham, William Hempson, Southsea,

MRCS 1829, LSA 1828 

1861

Denham, William Hempson,  Southsea

MRCS 1829, LSA 1828: Formerly Asst. Surg. Conv. Depot, Dartmoor & Surg. St James’ Hospital, Doncaster. Author of  “National Finance,” “ The Queen, the Parliament and the People,” “The Folly & Mischief of using Purgative medicines”, Contrib “Poor Law Medical Relief” “Lithotrity”. Lancet

Also in local list under Southsea, Hants

1862

Denham, William Hempson, High St, Portsmouth.

Rest of entry as above.

1863/64/65/66

Entries as above.

1867

Denham, William Hempson

High St., Portsmouth

MRCS 1829, LSA 1828 (Guys): formerly Asst. Surg. Conv. Depot Dartmoor.  Author of “National Finance,” “The Queen, the Parliament & the People”, “The Law of God and the Law of Man considered with Reference to the Punishment of Death” Contrib ”Poor Law Medical Relief” “Lithotrity”. Lancet

1868

Denham, William Hempson

Sussex Place, Southsea

Rest of entry as 1867

1869/70/71/72

Entry as 1868

1873

Denham, Wm Hempson

Sussex Place, Southsea

MRCS 1829, LSA 1828 (Guys): formerly Asst. Surg. Conv. Depot Dartmoor: Editor of Portsmouth Guardian: Author of “National Finance”, “ The Queen, the Parliament & the People”, “The Law of God and the Law of Man considered with Reference to the Punishment of Death”, Contrib “Poor Law Medical Relief”, “Lithotrity”. Lancet

1874

As above with the addition of  Mem. Counc. Inventors’ Inst.

1875/76

As above

1877

Change of address to Gloucester Terrace.  

1878/79/81

As above

1883

Wm Hempson Denham, Southsea

MRCS Eng. 1829, LSA 1828 (Guys): Mem. Council Inventors’ Inst: Mem Soc. Arts,; Mem. Sanit. Inst. Gt Brit.; formerly Asst. Surg. Conv. Depot, Dartmoor; Editor of Portsmouth Guardian.  Author of “National Finances”, “The Queen, the Parliament & the People”, “The Law of God and the Law of Man considered with Reference to the Punishment of Death”, “Verba Consilii: or Hints to Parents who intend to bring up their Sons to the Medical Profession”, “On Vivisection & Therapeutic Experiments”. “ The Extinction of Small Pox & Diseases of Vaccination by a Practical Process”. Contrib. “Poor law Medical Relief”, “Lithotrity”:Lancet

Inventor of the Denham Circinating Process for the sanitation of Towns and the Disposal of Sewage”.

1884/85

Entry as above

1886 – London Directory

Entry as above with the note Address uncommunicated

1887

Entry as above (including Editor of Portsmouth Guardian) with the following address change 

12 Batoum–gardens West Kensington-pk W.

1888

Change of address to

Cromwell Grove, Kensington.

1889/90/91

Entry as above

1892

Obituaries – Wm Hempson Denham, MRCS, LSA. of Cromwell grove LOND, on Sep. 21, aged 83.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

List of the Fellows and Members of the Royal College of Surgeons

(Only the books for the following years were available.)

Listed under Members

1833 Denham, W. Hempson, Wickham-Market.

1835 Denham, W. Hempson, Wickham-Market

1840 Denham, W. Hempson, Wickham-Market

1845 Denham, W. Hempson, Pyon, Hereford,  May 19 1829 

1850 Denham, W. Hempson, Pyon, Hereford,  May 19 1829 

1859 Denham, W. Hempson, Southsea, Hampshire,  May 19 1829

The date refers to when he became a M.R.C.S.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Letters to 'The Lancet'

18 Mar. 1837 Wrote a letter to The Lancet on the subject of 'Treatment of Simple Exostosis by repeated Blisterings'.

16 Dec. 1837 In a letter to The Lancet W. Hempson Denham of Wickham Market made critical comments on two of Mr William Jeaffreson's cases of lithotrity.

26 Jan 1839 In a letter to The Lancet W. Hempson Denham of Wickham Market concerning apprenticeship to illegal medical practitioners. 

18 April 1840 Denham of Wickham Market wrote about objections of parents to the prone position in the treatment of spinal disease.

19 June 1841 In a letter to The Lancet he published remarks on homeopathic treatment..

10 July 1841. More remarks on homeopathy.

19 May 1845 In a letter to The Lancet Hempson Denham gave his address as Pyon, Hereford.

24 Nov 1845 Letter to The Lancet. WHD gave his views on dispensing by surgeons. 

13 Dec 1845 Letter to The Lancet. WHD expounded on the 'Fellowship Question' of the College of Surgeons.

29 Dec 1849 Letter to The Lancet.WHD gave his views on section of the tendo achilles as a remedy for spasm of the muscles of the leg

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Prison record

Records taken from Prisoners Register, Wandsworth Prison, Feb - May 1871 (National Archives doc no. PCOM 2 265) Transcribed from the original document by Jean Parkinson in the National Archives, Kew, on 18th February 2005

Register number 5558

Name Wm Hempson Denham

Age 65

Height 5 feet 5 1/4(quarter) inches

Hair Grey

Eyes Blue

Complexion Fresh

Other marks Mole left side of neck, bald

Trade or occupation Surgeon

By whom committed Magistrates  A Chambers & D Macdonald, Guildford

When committed 4th March

When brought into custody 6th March

Nature of offence 

Misdemeanour column ticked

Sentence 3 months

State of instruction R W (read and write)

Religion Ch

Weight coming in 10st 10lbs

Weight on leaving left blank

Birthplace E (England)

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Records from Patents Office

1872 Patent No. 1936 for "Improvements in Waterclosets, and in Apparatus connected therewith, Parts of which Improvements are applicable to Other Purposes.

Provisional Specification dated 26th June 1872 in the names of William Hempson Denham, Percy Vero Denham and Algernon Astley Denham.

Full Specification dated 24th December 1872

1879 Patent No. 437 for "Improvements in the Construction of Sewage Works, and in Utilizing and Disposing of Sewage, House Refuse and cavenged Matters."

Provisional Specification dated 3rd February 1879 in the name of William Hempson Denham.

Full Specification 2nd August 1879

1881 Patent No. 1413 for "Improvement in the Construction og Sewage Works for the Draining of Towns and Districts, and for utilizing and Disposing of Sewage, House Refuse, and Scavenged Matters, without Discharging anything into River, Water-course, or Sea, and without Irrigation or need of a Sewage Farm."

Provisional Specification dated 31st March 1881 in the name of William Hempson Denham

Full Specification dated 26th September 1881.

1884 Patent No. 341 for "Improvements in the Design and Construction of Boats for Saving Life on River, Lake and Sea."

Provisional Specification dated 2nd January 1884 in the name of William Hempson Denham of 36, Elphinstone Road, Southsea, in the Borough of Portsmouth.

Completed Specification dated 24th September 1884

1885 Patent No. 6213 for "Improvements in the Design and Construction of Horse Shoes, and the Mode of Fixing then to the Foot of a Horse."

Provisional specification dated 20th May 1885 in the name of William Hempson Denham of No. 1, St Mark's Crescent, Regent's Park, London.

Complete Specification dated 14th January 1886 - William Hempson Denham now residing at 12 Batoum Gardens, West Kensington Park.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Obituary from The Lancet - Sept. 26, 1891

W. HEMPSON DENHAM, M.R.C.S.


We regret to record the death of Mr. William Hempson Denham, M.R.C.S., L.S.A. (Guy’s), which took place at his residence, 23, Cromwell-grove, W., on the 21st inst.  Mr. Denham, a man of remarkable health and vigour, was one of the oldest medical practitioners on the Register, and had carried on an uninterrupted practice for over sixty years.  He was a pupil of Sir Astley Cooper.  In his earlier days Mr Denham was assistant medical superintendent at the Convict Prison, Dartmouth.  Besides having contributed to THE LANCET, the deceased gentleman had written and published several medical and other works.  His death, which was unexpected, occurred from syncope.  He was in his eighty-fourth year.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Obituary from the British Medical Journal - Sept. 26, 1891

WILLIAM HEMPSON DENHAM, M.R.C.S., L.S.A.

We regret to record the death of Mr. William Hempson Denham, which occurred somewhat unexpectedly from syncope, at his residence, 23 Cornwall Grove, W., on September 21st. Mr Denham, a man of remarkable vigour of character, was one of the oldest practitioners on the Register and had carried on his practice for nearly sixty-five years until within three days of his death.  Besides having contributed to current literature, Mr. Denham was the author of several medical and other works.  He was a pupil of Sir Astley Cooper.  The deceased gentleman leaves a widow and numerous children.  He was in his 84th year.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Obituary from 'The Times' - September 23rd, 1891

On the 21st inst., at 23 Cromwell-grove, W., WILLIAM HEMPSON DENHAM, M.R.C.S.,  L.S.A. (Guy's), in the 84th year of his age.

More About WILLIAM HEMPSON DENHAM:

Apprenticeship: Bet. 1823 - 1828, Apprenticed to Thomas Harsant, Surgeon, Wickham Market, Suffolk7

Baptism: 09 Jan 1807, St Mary le Tower, Ipswich, Suffolk8

Burial: 25 Sep 1891, Section 20, J, 13, Hammersmith Cemetery, Margravaine Road, Hammersmith, London9

Census 1841: 06 Jun 1841, St Giles Camberwell, Surrey10

Census 1851: 1851, Foulsham, Norfolk11

Census 1861: 1861, High Street, Portsmouth, Hampshire12

Census 1871: 02 Apr 1871, Surrey House of Correction, Wandsworth, Surrey.13

Census 1881: 03 Apr 1881, 2 Dover Terrace, Portsea, Hampshire14

Census 1891: 1891, 23 Cromwell Grove, Hammersmith, London15

Education: Bet. 1816 - 1823, The Ipswich School, Ipswich, Suffolk16,17,18

Medical training: Bet. 03 Oct 1827 - 21 Apr 1828, Guys Hospital, London, completed 'Medical pupil's' training19

Occupation: Surgeon20

Prison record: 06 Mar 1871, Surrey House of Correction, Wandsworth, Surrey21

Surgeon training: Bet. 03 Oct 1827 - 23 Jan 1829, Guys Hospital, London, completed 'Surgeon pupil's' training22

Notes for HARRIET ELIZABETH KEMBALL:

Wymondham,  baptism Register February 1812

Harriet Eliza daur of Mr Thomas Kemball and Mary Ann his wife late Roberts born Feb 3rd and Baptzd 12

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Lived at 

2 Fairland Street, Wymondham, Norfolk

Source: Taken from an email from Janet Smith,  Archivist, Wymondham archives, Norfolk

'However, in October 1988 the house at 2 Fairland Street in Wymondham was surveyed (as part of the process of recording many of Wymondham's old houses). As part of this survey the deeds were examined and showed that Thomas Kemball, a surgeon apothecary, purchased the house for £550 in 1812. he took out a mortgage for £800 from a Sarah Cooper in 1813. In 1830 Mary Ann Kemball of Bury and George Cooper of East Dereham sold the house for £350 to Robert James Tunaley, surgeon and apothecary, who had become a partner in the business. In 1869 Mrs Charlotte Dorothy Tunaley inherited the house from Robert Tunaley and it was then described as " a dwellinghouse, stable, chaisehouse, other buildings and yard".'

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1871 census Civil Parish: Portsea - Municipal Borough: Portsmouth - Municipal Ward: St Paul - Parliamentary Borough of: Portsmouth - Local Board: Portsmouth - Ecclesiastical District of: St Paul

Schedule no: 103 - Address: 8 Jubilee Crescent

Harriet E Denham - Wife - Mar - 59 - Wife of a Surgeon - born: Norfolk, Wymondham

Algernon A Denham - Son - Unmar - 20 - Property holder - born Norfolk, Foulsham

Jessie A Denham - Dau - Unmar - 11 - Scholar - born: Hants, Southsea

Ellen M Budd - Visitor - Mar - 55 - occupation blank - born Hants, Portsea

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1881 census 2 Dover Terrace, Portsea, Portsmouth

William H Denham - head - mar -  67 - Physician & Surgeon - Suffolk Morbeth

Hannah E Denham - wife - mar - 68 - Norfolk Wyndham

Sophie C Denham - daur - unm - 21 - Hants Southsea

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1891 census 23 Cromwell Grove, Hammersmith, London

William H Denham - head - M - 64 - Physician & surgeon(reg) - neither employer nor employed, Norfolk Beland

Harriet D Denham - wife - M - 79 - place of birth NK

Louisa H Denham - daur - S - 51- Kent Maidstone

Algernon O Denham - son - S - 40 - Journalist Author - Norfolk Foulsham

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

More About HARRIET ELIZABETH KEMBALL:

Baptism: 12 Feb 1812, St Mary & St Thomas of Canterbury Church, Wymondham, Suffolk23

Burial: 01 Jul 1899, Section 20, J, 13, Hammersmith Cemetery, Margravaine Road.

Census 1841: 06 Jun 1841, Southampton Street, St Giles Camberwell, Surrey24

Census 1851: 30 Mar 1851, Foulsham, Norfolk25

Census 1861: 07 Apr 1861, High Street, Portsmouth, Hampshire26

Census 1871: 02 Apr 1871, 8 Jubilee Terrace, Portsmouth, Hampshire27

Census 1881: 03 Apr 1881, 2 Dover Terrace, Portsmouth, Hampshire28

Census 1891: 05 Apr 1891, 23 Cromwell Grove, Hammersmith, London29

Children of WILLIAM DENHAM and HARRIET KEMBALL are:


i.
KEMBALL HEMPSON4 DENHAM30, b. 10 Feb 1839, Wickham Market, Suffolk30; d. 15 Apr 1903, Metropolitan Asylum, Caterham, Surrey31.

Notes for KEMBALL HEMPSON DENHAM:

Birth certificate

Registration District Plomesgate, 1839 Birth in the district of Wickham Mkt in the County of Suffolk

No 191 Sunday tenth February 1839 Wickham Mkt - Kemball Hempson - male -Father, William Hempson DENHAM -Mother, Harriot Elizabeth Denham formerly KEMBALL, Occupation of father, Surgeon - Informant, Wm Hempson Denham - When registered March eleventh 1839 - Registrar C.C. Minter

More About KEMBALL HEMPSON DENHAM:

Burial: 21 Apr 1903, Caterham Asylum Burial Ground, Caterham, Surrey32

Cause of Death: Dementia, exhaustion

Census 1841: 06 Jun 1841, Southampton Street, St Giles Camberwell, Surrey33

Census 1851: 1851, Foulsham, Norfolk34

Census 1861: 1861, High Street, Portsmouth, Hampshire35

Census 1871: 1871, Marylebone36

Census 1881: 1881, St Leonard, Shoreditch, Middlesex37

Census 1891: 1891, Leicester Borough Lunatic Asylum, West Humberston, Leicestershire38

Census 1901: 1901, Metropolitan Asylum, Caterham, Surrey39

Hospital admission: 01 Jan 1897, Metropolitan Asylum, Caterham, Surrey40

Medical Information: No 417 - Fifteenth April 1903 Metropolitan Asylum Caterham U.D. - Kendal Hempson Denham - Male - 64 years - No occupation of Shoreditch - Cause of Death Dementia, Exhaustion, p.m. certified by Ja? Nic


ii.
LOUISA HARRIOT DENHAM41, b. 12 Aug 1840, Marsham Place, Maidstone, Kent42; d. 26 Mar 1927, 197 Brentwood Road, Romford, Essex43.

More About LOUISA HARRIOT DENHAM:

Burial: 26 Mar 1927, Section 20, J 13, Block 6, St Andrew Church, Hornchurch, Essex44

Census 1841: 06 Jun 1841, Southampton Street, St Giles Camberwell, Surrey45

Census 1851: 1851, Foulsham, Norfolk46


iii.
ARTHUR WILLIAM DENHAM, b. 16 Jan 1843, Doram Canon Pion, Herefordshire47; d. 27 Dec 1930, Columbus, Cherokee County, Kansas; m. ALVERETTA KELLY, 22 Dec 1881, Benton County, Arkansas; b. 05 Feb 1863, Missouri; d. Jun 1937, Shawnee, Pottawotamie Co, Oklahoma.

In 1900 Arthur Denham and his family lived in Decatur, Benton County Arkansas. Communities close to their home were Gentry and Wet Prairie. The 1900 Census reports Arthur Denham as William A. Denham. In the 1900 Census Alverretta reported her name as Etta A. Indicating that Etta was her first name and Alverretta was a middle name..."the Kelly family called her Rhet throughout her life"(source: Eric Andersen-Kelly descendant). Ed Denham was reported as being named Hugh. 

1900 US Federal Census>Arkansas>Benton County>Decatur Township>Enumeration District 8> Enumeration Date June 25 and 26th, 1900> Sheet 21 and 22> Household/Dwelling: 420-422> Lines 49-50 and Lines 51-56.

Denham, William A.--head of household--white male--born January, 1845--age 55--married for 18 years--born in England--father born in England--mother born in England--year of immigration to the US was 1875--number of years in US was 25--naturalized citizen--occupation-farmer--reads/writes/speaks English--owns home--free from mortgage--lives on farm--farm #274 on farm schedule

Denham, Etta A.--wife--white female--born February, 1849--age 38--married 18 years--gave birth to 8 children with 6 still living--born in Missouri--father was born in Missouri--mother was born in Missouri

Denham, Herbert--son--white male--born February, 1885--age 13--born in Arkansas--father born in England--mother born in Missouri--occupation: farm laborer--not in school

Denham, Louisa--daughter--white female--born January 1887--age 13--born in Arkansas--father born in England--mother born in Missouri--in school

Denham, Kimble--son--white male--born December 1889--age 10--born in Arkansas--father born in England--mother born in Missouri--in school

Denham, Sydney--son--white male--born May 1892--age 8--born in Arkansas--father born in England--mother born in Missouri--in school

Denham, Minnie--daughter--white female--born November 1896--age 3--born in Arkansas--father born in England--mother born in Missouri

Denham, Hugh--son--white male--born December 1899--age 5 months--born in Arkansas--father born in England--mother born in Missouri

==================================================================================

In 1910 Arthur Denham and his family lived in the township of Neosho, Newton County, Missouri. Newton County, Missouri joins the boundary of McDonald County. Neosho, Missouri is close to Southwest City, Missouri. Arthur reported the year of his immigration from England to the US as 1871 on the 1910 Census.

1910 US Federal Census>Missouri>Newton>Neosho Township> Roll# none given>Enumeration District: 128>Enumeration Date: May 02, 1910>Page 10 A> Ancestry.com (imaged page 19 of 35)>Household/Dwelling: 209-211>Line 33-37.

Denham, Arthur W.--head--white male--age 60--married--29 years at present marriage--born in England--English---father born in England--mother born in England--year of immigration to US was 1871--naturalized citizen--speaks English--occupation: farmer--industry of general farming----employed--owns farm free from mortgage--living on farm--number of farm on farm schedule #165

Denham, Alveretta--wife--white female--age 47--married--29 years at present marriage--gave birth to 9 children of which 7 are still living--born in Missouri--father born in Missouri--mother born in Missouri

Denham, Minnie--daughter--white female--age 13--single--born in Arkansas--father born in England--mother born in Missouri--in school

Denham, Edwin--son--white male--age 10--single--born in Arkansas--father born in England--mother born in Missouri--in school

Denham, Oliver--son--white male-age 8--single--born in Arkansas--father born in England--mother born in Missouri--in school

===============================================================================

In 1920 Arthur is living in the home of his son, Kim H. Denham and wife, Bessie and children in Township 6 (a part of Hickory Flat-Pricinct #8), Delaware County, Oklahoma.[This is the location of their farm on Honey Creek]: (Note Kim's age is not correct on this census). 

1920 US Federal Census>Oklahoma>Delaware>Township #6>part of Hickory Flat Precinct #8>Roll # 625_458>Image 372>Enumeration District 30>Page 3 A>Enumeration Date: January 19, 1920>Ancestry.com imaged page 5 of 15>Farm Household/Dwelling 44-45>Lines 28-32.

Denham, Kim H.--head--rents farm with a mortgage--white male--age 50--married--born in Arkansas--father born in England--mother born in Missouri--occupation: farmer--industry of general farming--working of own accord--farm #42 on farm schedule

Denham, Bessie M.--wife--white female--age 25--married--born in Cherokee Nation--father born in Arkansas--mother born in Illinois

Denham, Earl B.--white male--age 4--single--born in Missouri--father born in Arkansas-- mother born in Cherokee Nation

Denham, Billie--white male--age 1 month--born in Oklahoma--father born in Arkansas--mother born in Cherokee Nation

Denham, Arthur--white male-- age 70--(marrital status is unreadable--not single, married, or widowed----might be separated)--year of immigration to the US was reported in 1875--naturalized citizen in the year of 1875--born in England--English as mother tongue--father born in England--mother born in England

==================================================================================

1n 1930, Arthur is living in the home of his son and daughter-in-law, Herbert and Ida Dry Denham:

1930 US Federal Census>Kansas>Cherokee County>Salamanca Township> Roll #T626_696>Image 545>Enumeration District 30>Enumeration Date: April 16, 1930>Page 9 B> Ancestry.com(imaged page 18 of 19) Household/dwelling: 203-214>Lines 65-67.

Denham, Herbert--head--rents--lives on a farm--white male --age 45--married--age at first marriage 24--born in Arkansas--father born in England--mother born in Missouri--occupation: farmer--in general farming industry--not a veteran--farm #171 on farm schedule

Denham, Ida--white female--age 44--married--age at first marriage 23--born in Missouri--father born in Illinois--mother born in Missouri--no occupation

Denham, Arthur--white male--age 87--married-age at first marriage 35--born in England--father born in England--mother born in England--mother tongue-English--year of immigration 1861--reported that he is an alien--reports next that he is a naturalized citizen--no occupation


iv.
SIDNEY HORACE DENHAM, b. 13 Dec 1844, Doram Canon Pion, Herefordshire; d. 24 Mar 1929, Lawton, Commanche County, Oklahoma; m. MARY R TUCKER, Abt. 1875, Hunt County, Texas, U.S.A.48; b. Dec 1857, Texas; d. 25 Mar 1936, Lawton, Commanche County, Oklahoma.

Sidney H. Denham obituary:

SIDNEY DENHAM, PIONEER LAWTON RESIDENT, DIES--Was 90 Years Old: Survived by Wife, Three Children--Lawton Constitution-March 25, 1929-Page 2--Sidney M. Denham, 90, pioneer Oklahoman and a 1901'er, died at 1 o'clock Sunday morning following a stroke of apoplexy which occurred about 8 o'clock Friday night.  The funeral service was held at 3 o'clock this afternoon at the First Presbyterian Church with Rev. R. R. Yelderman, pasture of the First Christian Church, in charge.  Interment will be in Highland Cemetery under the direction of St. Clair-Jones Undertakers.  Mr. Denham was born December 5, 1839. in Portsmouth, England. When a young boy he came to the United States. Early in life he traveled over a large part of the eastern part of this country, finally locating in Texas. In that state he was married to Mary Tucker on Feb. 11, 1876, who survives him.  To this union five children were born, Mrs. J. R. Lewis, Carothersville, Missouri; Al Denham, a member of the police department here, and Walter Denham all survive him, while Kimball and Lloyd , two other sons, are dead.**He also leaves four grandchildren, Kermit Denham, and Geneva Belle Denham of Lawton, Dick Lewis and Lilbourn Lewis of Carothersville, Mo. ** Mr. Denham moved from Texas to Arkansas and later located in Missouri.  In 1889, he made the run into Oklahoma, locating in Oklahoma City where he engaged in the practice of Law.  In 1901 he moved to Lawton 

opening a law office here. He practiced law here until 1920, when he retired on account of his health**Mr. Denham had a wide acquaintance over Oklahoma and had a wide circle of friends here. He was twice elected justice of the peace and represented the third ward as councilman on two different terms. A nephew A. M. Denham and wife of Oklahoma City and Miss Lillie Casler, also of Oklahoma City, and a close friend of the family will attend the services. 


v.
PERCY VERO DENHAM, b. 06 Aug 1846, Doram Canon Pion, Herefordshire; d. 30 May 1923, Selsmore Lodge, Hayling Island, Hampshire; m. (1) MARY ROSS, 22 Jun 1871, Union Church (Congregational), Putney, Surrey49; b. Ireland; d. 1913, Portsmouth, Hampshire; m. (2) FANNY CATHERINE SUMMERS, 06 Jun 1914, Baptist Chapel, Kent St, Portsea, Hampshire; b. 28 Apr 1886, 93 Halton Road, Islington, London50; d. 26 Oct 1970, 3 - 5 Brading Avenue, Southsea, Hampshire51.

Algernon Denham - Son - 7 - place of birth England

Jessie Denham - Son - 18mo - place of birth England

Ruth Cutler - Serv - 19 - place of birth England

Ann White - Serv - 16 - place of birth England

From an inscription on a silver teapot, Percy Vero Denham probably worked at William Whiteley’s, a large department store in Bayswater, London.  The inscription reads:

Presented to P. V. Denham by a few friends at Mr. W. Whiteleys

5th January 1889

Directory Entries for the Portsmouth Area  Researched in Portsmouth Central Library by Gordon Denham and in Portsmouth Records Office and on Historical Directories.org by Jean Parkinson and Linda Fox

Kelly's Directory of Kent, Surrey & Sussex, 1891. [Part 3: Surrey] 

Page 1382-Mortlake, Surrey[see also east Sheen]

Private residents:

Denham Percy, Amstel ho., Fitzgerald av

Kelly’s Directory 

1895 Denham Percy Vero, 15 Livingstone Road, Southsea

1901 Denham Percy Vero, 15 Livingstone Road, Southsea

1901 Denham Percy V, 11 Festing Grove, Southsea

1906/07 Percy V Denham, Rossville, 11 Festing Grove, Southsea

1907/8 Denham Percy 109 Palmerston Road Southsea

1908/09 Denham Percy, Victoria House, Palmerston Road, Southsea

1909/10 Denham  Percy, Victoria House, Palmerston Road, Southsea

1910/11 Denham  Percy, Victoria House, Palmerston Road, Southsea

1911/12 Denham  Percy, Victoria House, Palmerston Road, Southsea

1912/13 Denham  Percy, Victoria House, Palmerston Road, Southsea

1913/14 Denham  Percy, Victoria House, Palmerston Road, Southsea

1914/15  Denham Percy, Victoria House, Palmerston Road, Southsea

1915  Denham Percy Vero, 12 Wilson Grove Southsea

( 109 Palmerstone Road was the address that appeared on his marriage certificate of 1914, it is also the addres of the Army & Navy Co-operative Store.  Victoria House was the address given for Fanny Catherine Denham on her marriage certificate.)

Electoral Roll 1903/4

Ward No 8 St Simons

Entry no 556 - Denham Percy Vero - 11 Festing Grove - dwelling house

Electoral Roll Entitled to vote 1stJan 1908 

Entry No 1889 - Denham Percy Vero - 109 Palmerston Road  - dwelling house

( From Electoral Rolls held in Portsmouth Records Office - Note no electoral rolls available after 1915 due to First World War)

1911

5th June 1911, Percy Vero Denham sailed on the SS Oceanic to New York.  He arrived at Ellis Island on 12th July 1911.

From the ship’s manifest:-

Name: Denham, Percy Vero

Age 57   
 Male

Married
Calling or occupation illegible

Able to read and write 


Nationality (Country of which a citizen or subject): England

Race or people: English

Last permanent residence: England, Southsea,

Name & address of nearest relative? : Wife, Mrs Denham, Southsea, Portsmouth, Hants

Final destination: DC, Washington

Whether having ticket to final destination: No

Passage paid by: self

Arrived with $90  

Whether been to United States before: No

Whether going to join relative or friend: Son, Mr A. H. Denham, 120 15th Street, Washington D.C.

Condition of health, Mental and Physical: Good.

Deformed or crippled: No

Height: 5’ 3”

Complexion: Dark

Hair: Grey

Eyes: Hazel 

Marks of identification: None

More About PERCY VERO DENHAM:

Census 1861: 07 Apr 1861, High Street, Portsmouth, Hampshire52

Census 1871: 02 Apr 1871, 5 Stratford Gardens, Putney, Surrey53

Census 1881: 03 Apr 1881, 21 Cleveland Gardens, Putney, Surrey54

Census 1891: 05 Apr 1891, Amstel House, Springmead, Mortlake , Surrey55

Census 1901: 31 Mar 1901, 15 Livingstone Road, Portsmouth, Southampton56

Marriage Notes for PERCY DENHAM and MARY ROSS:

Registration District Wandsworth

1871 marriage solemnized at the Union Church Putney in the District of Wandsworth in the County of Surrey

No   Twenty   Percy Vero   23   Bachelor  Mercantile   1 Quill Cottages  William Hempson  Surgeon

166  Second   Denham       years                 Clerk             Putney              Denham

        June       Mary Ross    23   Spinster                      2 Quill Cottages    Alexander Ross   Soldier

        1871                           years                                      Putney                (deceased)

Married in the Union Church according to the rites and ceremonies of the Congregationalists by                                                                                                                               Licence by me 

This marriage     }  Percy Vero Denham   in the      } Katharine Gould               Geo Nicholson

was solemnized}  Mary Ross                  Presence} John Harris                                   Minister

between us       }                                     of us       }                                          William Griffin

                                                                                                                                      Registrar


vi.
ALGERNON ASTLEY DENHAM, b. 25 Feb 1851, Foulsham, Norfolk58; d. 04 Oct 1935, 15 Galleywood Road, Chelmsford, Essex59.

More About ALGERNON ASTLEY DENHAM:

Burial: 24 Oct 1935, Section 20, J 13, Block 6, St Andrew Church, Hornchurch, Essex60

Census 1851: 30 Mar 1851, Foulsham, Norfolk

Census 1861: 07 Apr 1861, High Street, Portsmouth, Hampshire

Census 1871: 02 Apr 1871, 8 Jubilee Terrace, Southsea, Hampshire61


vii.
JESSIE ALICE DENHAM, b. 04 Feb 1860, Southsea, Hampshire62; m. JAMES WATTS, 28 Dec 1903, The Church of the Most Holy Trinity, Brents Green, Fulham, London.

Education

St Bernards Ladies Seminary, 20 Sussex Road, Southsea, Hampshire

An examination prize, 'The Works of George Herbert' was presented to Miss J Denham, Christmas 1878, St Bernard's, Southsea.

The book is in the possession of Jean Parkinson and is inscribed inside.

More About JESSIE ALICE DENHAM:

Census 1861: 07 Apr 1861, High Street, Portsmouth, Hampshire63

Census 1871: 02 Apr 1871, 8 Jubilee Crescent, Portsmouth, Hampshire64

Census 1881: 03 Apr 1881, 2 Dover Terrace, Portsmouth, Hampshire65

Census 1891: 05 Apr 1891, Amstel House, Springmead, Mortlake, Surrey66

Census 1901: 31 Mar 1901, 118 Sinclair Road, Hammersmith, London67

Census 1911 Canadian: 1911, 434 - 13th Street, Brandon, Manitoba, Canada68

Education: St Bernard's School, Southsea, Hampshire69
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